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took the fort, and returned after an absence of one year,
the Hindu Raja having ceded Ellichpur and paid an
enormous ransom in gold and precious stones.
The councillors of Jalal-'id-dm feared the fortunes,
and advised him to protect himself against the over-
weening ambition, of his nephew. The king, however,
confident in the loyalty of Ala-iid-din, met him privately
and without any suspicion of treachery, and raising him
from the ground, protested that he disbelieved the repre-
sentations of his enemies, and held him dearer than his
own offspring. At this moment the perfidious nephew
beckoned to assassins, who cut off the monarch's head,
fixed it on the point of a spear, and earned it through
camp and city. Thus died Jalal-ud-dm Khilji in 1295,
when Ala-ud-din ascended to the throne of Hindustan
over the body of his uncle and benefactor to enjoy a long
and glorious reign. In 1297 he completed the conquest
of Gujarat, and defeated a great invasion of the Mughals
under Kutlugh Khan, the general of the king of Trans-
oxiana, whose army is said to have consisted of 200,000
horse. The battle was fought near Delhi, and in it the
great chief Zafar Khan fell, exclaiming to the Mughal
who offered him his life and honour, " I know no greater
honour than to die in fulfilling my duty.73 After this
victory Ala-ud-din, puffed up with pride, began to enter-
tain the projects of establishing a new religion and of
conquering the world like Alexander. From these he
was diverted by a Moslem sage, who reminded him that
Muhammad was the last of the prophets ; that he had
no counsellor like Aristotle, and could not depend, as
Alexander did, upon the affection of his people ; and that
if he thirsted for glory, he should gain it by subduing
the Hindu princes of Central and Southern India, and
by protecting India against the invasions of the Mughals.
Taking this excellent advice in good part, the king set